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Grantmaking Focus Areas 
Rooted in community plan alignment to advance 

quality of life in Central Iowa: 

Projects within any focus area(s) should utilize 
equity-centered strategies for 
strengthening our community 

in a post-COVID era to:

Arts and Culture 
Capital Crossroads, Central Iowa Regional Cultural Assessment 

Advance regional cultural priorities through initiatives that leverage arts 
for social impact. 

Community Betterment 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Challenges for 
Mental Health, DART 2035, Des Moines Vision 2031, Housing 
Tomorrow Plan, Ending Youth Homelessness Plan, One 
Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, 
The Path Forward, The Tomorrow Plan, 
United Way of Central Iowa  

Increase availability and improve access to effective mobility & 
transportation solutions as well as safe and affordable housing. 

Prioritize inclusive economic development strategies that address 
inequities and foster community resiliency. 

Education 
Capital Crossroads, One Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, 
Refugee Community Plan, United Way of Central Iowa 

Partner for academic achievement through collaborative initiatives that 
support students and families, particularly those who were 
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. 

Health 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Children’s Mental 
Health Crisis Plan, Challenges for Mental Health, Community 
Health Needs Assessment, Housing Tomorrow Plan, One 
Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, 
The Path Forward, United Way of Central Iowa,  

Advance access to physical and mental health resources in our 
community through systemic efforts that support populations 
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. 

Social Capital 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Challenges for 
Mental Health, Community Health Needs Assessment, Des 
Moines Vision 2031, Ending Youth Homelessness Plan, Housing 
Tomorrow Plan, One Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, 
Refugee Community Plan, The Path Forward, The Tomorrow 

Plan, United Way of Central Iowa 

Empower and engage diverse community voices to lead initiatives that 
develop and coordinate solutions to critical community needs. 

Strengthening Individuals and Families in our 
Community 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Children’s Mental 
Health Crisis Plan, Challenges for Mental Health, Community 
Health Needs Assessment, Ending Youth Homelessness Plan, 
One Economy Blueprint,  OpportUNITY, Refugee Community 
Plan, The Path Forward, The Tomorrow Plan, United Way of 
Central Iowa 

Connect support systems for vulnerable individuals and families, 
especially those disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. 

Develop progressive strategies and systemic solutions that address 
homelessness, safe and affordable housing, access to care and open 
stronger financial futures. 

Workforce Development 
Capital Crossroads, One Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, 
Refugee Community Plan, United Way of Central Iowa 

Expand opportunities for individuals who have experienced workforce 
disruption to upskill and re-skill through education/certification 
attainment, job training and employment connections. 

2021 Leadership Grant Priorities 

http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
http://bravogreaterdesmoines.org/documents/cms/docs/Regional-Cultural-Assessment-Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
http://ridedart.com/sites/default/files/media-center/news/DART-Forward2035PlanUpdate-FinalReport-NoAppendix_optimized.pdf
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
http://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/documents-document2.pdf
http://www.pchtf.org/upl/downloads/landing-page/documents-document2.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1329/endingyouthhomelessness_12202017.pdf
https://www.tdcdsm.org/one-economy
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https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity/download?hsCtaTracking=11b5a4fa-ee94-4917-9fab-21eacc3981b5%7C3112f09e-4f3b-4281-9c85-727f67eb9330
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
http://www.polkcares.org/media/1387/polk-county-homeless-response-system-community-plan-final.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
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https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive
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